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24 PENTECOST       1ST, MARSHALL 

NOVEMBER 7/8, 2015                      PASTOR SCOTT FULLER 
I Kings 17:1-16 

God’s Abundance 
 

Dear friends in Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Prepare our hearts, Lord, to receive your Word.  Silence in us any voice but your own that in hearing we may 

believe and in believing we may obey your will revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Our scripture passage for today is the bible’s introduction to the prophet 

Elijah.   It tells a wonderful/terrible story about the temptation that 

occasionally comes to us all: to think that what we want to happen in life 

is exactly what God wants to happen in life…or does that only happen 

to me? 

 

Have you ever tried to convince God that you know whatôs best for 

life??  If you haven’t yet…don’t worry, you will – that’s just human 

nature.   

 

[slide – pic of Jesus in Gethsemane]  

 

It’s why Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of 

Gethsemane is so touching, so tender, 

so true.  Do you remember that story?  

On the night when he’s betrayed, 

looking death square in the face, Jesus takes some of his disciples to the 

garden to pray.  He’s agitated, he’s upset, he knows what’s going to 

happen.  So he prays, Father, let this cup pass from me – which means, 

Father, donôt make me die on the crossé  But that’s not where he ends 

his prayer.   
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Does anyone remember the words he uses to close it?  Nevertheless, 

not my will, but yours be done, O Lord.   In other words, Jesus is saying, 

I know how I want things to go here, Lord…but that’s not what’s right – 

it’s what you want that counts.   

 

 

So Jesus’ prayer is the goal we all aim at – and hardly ever hit, right?  

And the first time on the playing field, the same is true for good old 

Elijah!  Always, always, always, the prophet is supposed to speak the 

Word of God – and only the Word of God… 

 

Says O.T. theologian Rolf Jacobson (Working Preacher), This is a First 

Commandment issue…Whenever we put something else in the role that 

only God is meant to play, then the neighbor is going to pay… the 

neighbor is going to pay.   

 

This includes everything: from our petty desires, to our love of money, 

to our noblest gestures.  It even includes our most righteous indignation 

at the wrongs being done in this world - when we’re certain that we 

know how those evils should be 

handled… 

 

[slide of prophet]  

 

Now, remember: a prophet is a 

person whom God allows to: 

- see the world with the eyes of 

God – every bit of its beauty 

and joy, as  

well as every bit of its cruelty and evil. 

 

 

 



3 

 

Being a prophet also means that you will  

- feel the world’s pain with the heart of God…You will see the world’s  

cruelty, you will feel the world’s pain…and the only thing you can 

do about it…is speak the Word that’s given to you by the Lord… a 

beautiful blessing, and an almost unbearable burden all wrapped up 

in one.   

 

 You can’t enforce God’s Word.  You can’t make people  

acknowledge it.  You can’t give them a test to make sure that 

they’ve understood it.  You speak, and that Word of God takes on 

a life of its own…at least that’s how it’s meant to happen.  

 

But Elijah, in this case, allows his anger to cloud his judgement – in fact, 

he’s full of righteous indignation – and for good reason!  Just before this 

we’re told that King Ahab of Israel is the worst king that has ever lived:   

 

-he has forced the nation to worship his wife’s foreign gods,  

-he’s persecuted the priests of the one true God, and  

-he’s even embraced the practice of child sacrifice.    

 

Yes, the prophet Elijah is righteously angry – but that’s not what gets 

him into trouble.  It’s the fact that he decides to take matters into his 

own hands.  Now, either Elijah failed to read the prophet’s hand-book, 

or he was overcome with frustration at how the king seemed to be 

getting away with murder...literally!!  Either way, the prophet takes his 

righteous anger and throws it at the king – intending to hurt only him for 

worshiping a false god.   
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Look at that first sentence in our passage.   

 

[slide: this verse - As the Lord the 

God of Israel lives, before whom I 

stand, there shall be neither dew 

nor rain these years, except by my 

word!]  

 

Says Elijah to King Ahab, As the 

Lord the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither 

dew nor rain these years, except by my word! 

 

Except by WHOSE word???   

 

Remember that quote by Rolf Jacobson: Whenever we put something 

else in the role that only God is meant to play, then the neighbor is 

going to pay. 

 

The very next sentence starts out: The word of the Lord came to 

(Elijah)é So the king wants Elijah’s hide for causing the famine, so 

God sends the prophet into the wilderness to protect him from the king, 

though it’s not a fun camping trip!  He has to hide in a little ravine 

where he’ll only have stagnant water to drink, and raven food to eat.   

 

Raven food…just out of curiosity – what do we see crows and ravens 

eat?  ROAD KILL!!!   Now I know that there’s a reality show on the 

food channel about how to make road kill taste good, but I’m guessing 

that Elijah was not a master chef, nor did he have a gourmet kitchen to 

cook in.  Stagnant water to drink, stale bread and raw road kill to eat – 

mm, mm, good!!  
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Well, it’s not long before even Elijah’s source for water dries up… that’s 

what happens in a famine.  Then we’re told that the word of the Lord 

came to him, saying, Go now to Zarephathéfor I have commanded a 

widow there to feed you.   

 

[slide: woman and child]  

 

OK, hold it a minute 

…what’s wrong with the 

combination of those 

words from the Lord 

and that picture??? 
 

Widows and orphans were some of the most vulnerable people in the 

world – they could not get jobs, they could not provide for themselves – 

someone had to care for them.  And at the time of a famine, when 

everyone was hungry and thirsty, they were the first to die.   

 

So why would God send Elijah to a widow and her son, especially 

someone who’s not even Jewish??? 
 

Hold that thought – the story gets better – or worse!!! 

 

Elijah meets the widow at the town gate – which is usually where the 

well was found.  He commands her to get him a drink, and as she moves 

to draw the water from the well, he also orders her to bring him some 

bread to eat.   

 

She responds to his commands in the language of absolute scarcity.   
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[slide: word SCARCITY followed 

by bible verse - As the Lord your 

God lives, I have nothing baked.  

In fact, she says, I have only a 

handful of flour, a little oil in the 

bottom of a jug, and a couple of 

sticks.  When I get home, I’ll make 

what little bread I can...my son 

and I will eat it as our last supper 

– and then…we will die]  

 

Says the woman, As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked.  In 

fact, she says, I have only a handful of flour, a little oil in the bottom of 

a jug, and a couple of sticks.  When I get home, I’ll make what little 

bread I can...my son and I will eat it as our last supper – and then…we 

will die. 

 

Does Elijah apologize for being insensitive?  Does he offer to help the 

poor woman find food somewhere else?  
 

NO!   In fact, he tells the woman to make him some bread first, then she 

and her starving son can eat what’s left… 

 

Imagine yourself in that poor woman’s place...what would you be 

feeling, what would you do?   

 

[slide: famine-stricken land]  

 

-Did she shake her head at 

the injustice of this world 

where anyone more 

powerful than another can 

simply take what they want? 
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-Did her shoulders slump as they do when bad things just continue to  

pile up – one on top of another? 

 

-Or did she simply sigh and say to herself, Why not?  That little bit of  

bread won’t keep Death away any longer…  

 

 

But as rude and selfish as Elijah’s command could seem – it’s 

transformed by what he says next.  After pushing the woman to the brink 

of giving up, the prophet goes on to say, 

 

[slide: verse - Thus says 

the Lord, the God of 

Israel: the jar of flour 

will not be emptied and 

the jug of oil will not fail 

until the day that the 

Lord sends rain on the 

earth…] 

 

Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: the jar of flour will not be 

emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends 

rain on the earth… 

 

Once again…imagine yourself in that widow’s place...what would 

you be feeling now, how would you respond?   

 

Would you scoff at those preposterous words?  Would you laugh?  

Would you, could you dare to believe that what this man says might 

actually be true…??? 

 

For whatever reason, this foreign woman did as Elijah said – she 

brought him food first , then she and her son ate… 
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There are two miracles that happen here, right?  The first  miracle is the 

way that this woman responds to Elijah’s outlandish command.  She 

went and did as Elijah said…   

 

[slide – Woman and child]  

 

Imagine holding in one hand the 

entire contents of your kitchen, 

your pantry , and your root cellar 

combined.  And in the other 

hand, you’re holding your child, whom you love with every ounce of 

your being, for whom you would do anything – even if it meant 

sacrificing your life… 

 

One theologian suspects that God sent Elijah to this sad and suffering 

widow to show him what happens when we insist on working out 

problems according to our will, our plan, our goal.   

 

It’s like God said to Elijah, OK, fine, we’ll do this your way…but I’m 

going to show you that your way has consequences.  You tried to hurt 

the evil king by declaring a famine?  Kings are always going to find 

food and drink during tough times.  It’s widows and orphans who’re 

going to suffer first – and most!   

 

It’s a lesson that the prophet seemed to learn very well.  For from that 

time on, Elijah speaks the word of the Lord as commanded by the Lord.   

 

The second miracle, of course, is how God responds to the woman’s 

language of scarcity... 
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[slide – the words 

GOD’S ABUNDANCE, 

followed by the words of 

the verse below, The jar 

of meal was not 

emptied, neither did the 

jug of oil fail, according 

to the word of the Lord 

that he spoke by 

Elijah !!!]  

 

God answers the woman’s language of SCARCITY with a heaping, 

heavenly helping of ABUNDANCE!!!  The jar of meal was not 

emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the 

Lord that he spoke by Elijah!!! 

 

 

And this word of incredibly good news is introduced by that tiny little 

phrase spoken to the woman by the prophet in v. 13 Do not be afraid, 

Have no fear, Fear not.   

 

 

Now, when we’re a mess, when our world has been rocked to the core, 

when the tears are flowing, when our guts are knotted in anxiety, when 

our spirits are overcome with angst, it never helps to hear someone 

admonish us with those words,  

 

Donôt cry! or Donôt worry! or Donôt be afraid! ...as if we could simply 

stop what we’re feeling when hearing the words, Just say no!!! 

 

What’s different here is that immediately after Elijah offers his 

assurance to the woman, Do not be afraid, he goes on to give her the 

reason why she can let go of her fear.   
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The prophet explains, For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar 

of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not failé  
 

These are not the words from Elijah the man, but from Elijah, the 

prophet of God.  They are further evidence of how this prophet now 

understands his mission in life: to speak God’s word of conviction to 

those who reject God’s Law, and to speak God’s word of comfort to 

those who need it.   

 

 

Years ago a Chicago journalist named Finley Peter Dunne once wrote 

that it’s the job of newspapers to comfort the afflicted and afflict the 

comfortable.   (http://www.dictionaryofchristianese.com/god-comforts-the-afflicted-and-

afflicts-the-comfortable/). 
 

How true that sentence is for the prophets of God as well!  

 

The lesson here for me – and for many of you as well – is to be careful 

about forcing God’s hand to make something happen the way I  want or 

you want.  Certainly God wants us to be active in the world, proclaiming 

his love and caring for people in need – that’s a no-brainer.  But God 

also wants us to be careful about forcing the Lord’s hand, to speak or do 

what WE want, rather than what God wants… 

 

So we look at the world around us – and we see scarcity, and we see 

injustice.  And we’re tempted to give in to anger, especially when we 

feel righteous about our causes.   
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God’s Word for us today, is to trust that the Spirit will be with us 

abundantly, to be our Guide, our Counselor, and our Friend.     

 

And when we can embrace that promise, when we can cling to that 

pledge, when we can hold fast to that assurance, then we’ll be set free to 

trust God’s Word, to revel in God’s gift of hope, to delight in God’s 

commitment to bless us with a life of abundance – an abundance of 

faith, hope and love – for all people. 

 

I’ll end by sharing one of my favorite quotes from the bible that captures 

this word of promise for us all.  Says the Lord, 

 

[Slide of this quote]  

 

Do not fear, for I am with you, 

Do not be afraid, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 

(Isaiah 41:10) 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 


